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Audit or Research? 

 



Audit  

ÅChoose subject 
ÅGold standard of outcome 
ÅEvaluate over a period of time 
ÅCompare to gold standard ς identify good and 

bad 
ÅReflect on reasons for poor performance ς

address and re-audit  
 
 



2016 DFs NE ς 10th June 
EBD Conference    



Projects judged 

 



Dentist Expertise / Experience 



DF Projects for 2016/17 

ÅEBD 

ÅPosters 

ÅAudits 

ÅClinical Outcome 



So what types of things can we look at in 
your practices in the coming year? 

ÅQuality of radiographs ς LCPA 
& BWs  

ÅQuality of Rx outcome e.g. 
post-op endodontic results 
radiographs 

Å Impression quality 
Å Periodontal Rx / pathway 
Å Prevention ς Fluoride / Home 

plaque-control / smoking 
cessation / 

Å Antimicrobial Audit    



Simple Intra-oral Radiographic Audit 
The standard:  
The NRPB suggest the following standards: 
Subjective quality rating of radiographs- 
No less than 70% of dental images should have a rating of Excellent ς No errors of 
patient preparation, exposure, positioning, processing or film handling. 
No more than 20% should have a rating of diagnostically acceptable ς Some errors 
present, but do not detract from the diagnostic utility of the radiograph. 
No more than 10% should have a rating of Unacceptable - Errors which render the 
radiograph diagnostically unacceptable. 



Standard Audit  

 


